
March 29, 1985 LB 280A

S enator Ne l s on .

.CLERK: Yes , si r . Mr. Pr e s i d e n t , LB 280A o f f e r e d by
S enators Ne l s o n , S ie c k , Vard J o h n son , Lun d y a nd Pirsch .
(Read t i t l e . )

S ENATOR BEUTLER: W h o is handling the matter, M r. Cl e r k ?

SENATOR NELSON: M r . President, I move for the advancement
of LB 280A.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Smith.

SENATOR SMITH: T h an k you . Mr. Speaker , I wo u l d j u st l i k e
to rise to add a comment that I would have liked to have
made during the discussion that went on. I wou l d l i ke t o
support my friend, Senator Nelson, and I am going to be
really upfront about my support for Senator Nelson on this A
bil l a n d o n t he b i l l i t se l f i n t h e f act that she mentioned
quite upfront I thought too about the fact that t hi s was a
bill for generation of revenues and I see a re a l nee d f o r
this in the fact that we h ave i nc r eas ing c o st s a n d we are
having continuing cuts. The medical detox unit at Hastings
w hich has s e r v ed , b y my r e c o r d s and from information that I
. received from July 1st of 1983 t o June 3 0 t h of 1984, 202
patients served from 41 count i e s i n N eb r a s k a , h as been cu t
because i t co st s or saves, I should say, the state $183,000
And I w o u l d l i ke t o submit that if, in fact, this A bill is
g oing t o a d d r e s s a c o n c er n o f DPIs and reinstate some funds
t o t h em, I w o u l d cer t ai n l y l i k e to have this detox unit put
on the top of the list to be i nc luded b ack a g a i n i n t h a t
b udget . Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Wesely.

SENATOR WESELY: Th ank you . M r. Pr e s i d en t a n d members, I
would r i s e i n su ppo r t o f t he A b i l l . S enator Ne l s o n a n d I
h ave t a l ked ab out the needs in our m ental h ealt h an d
alcoholism programs in this state and as Chairman o f t h e
P ubl i c . H e a l t h Comm i t t . ~ e I have dealt w ith that i ssue f or
seven yea rs . She evenl y sp l i t s t he amount of money that
g oes t o b ot h p r og r a m s . B oth p r og r a ms h a v e s imi l a r b u d g e t
totals, about S5 million each. I n b o t h ca s e s t h e y h a v e h a d
l i t t l e o r no i nc r e ase whatsoeve r i n the past th r e e ye ar s
because of the tight budgets and yet the needs in both areas
have grown dramatically. There i s a b i l l , LB 68 5 , w hich i s
i n commi t t e e right now introduced by Senato r DeC amp which
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